
Teng  Chieh
The Lantern Festival celebrates the first full moon of the New Year and the lengthening
of the days as spring approaches. House and shop fronts are decorated with strings

of lanterns of different designs and colours. This is both a Chinese cultural
celebration and it is also celebrated by Chinese Buddhists
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Sit down with the children and show them the 
series of pictures overleaf. You may wish to lay 
the sheets out either on a table or the floor, 
and then read the story.

Ask the children the following questions and 
discuss them:-

What part of the story did you like?
What part of the story didn’t you like?
Which was your favourite lantern picture? 

Make some lanterns with the children. You’ll 
find a lantern template within the Teng Chieh 
section on iChild.

Ask the children to draw their
favourite animal.
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Emperor Mingdi had a 

dream about a gold 

man in his palace.
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At the very moment 

when he was about 

to ask the mysterious 

figure who he was, 

the gold man 

suddenly rose to the 

sky and disappeared 

in the west.
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The next day, Emperor 

Mingdi sent a scholar to 

India on a pilgrimage to 

locate Buddhist scriptures. 

After journeying thousands 

of miles, the scholar finally 

returned with the scriptures.
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Emperor Mingdi 

ordered that a 

temple be built to 

house a statue of 

Buddha, and serve 

as a repository for 

the scriptures.

.co.uk



Page 5

.co.uk

Followers believe that the 

power of Buddha can 

dispel darkness.
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So, Emperor 

Mingdi ordered 

his subjects to 

display lighted 

lanterns during 

what was to 

become the 

Lantern Festival.
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This lantern festival starts 

when the moon is full, just 

before Chinese New Year.
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It is always fun to make lanterns.
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At this festival very 

special lanterns 

are made.

A dragon lantern.
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A bird lantern.
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A flower lantern.
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The light given

off from the lantern 

is for good luck 

and protection.
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